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Overview and Rationales

Students should understand that good pictures come with patience and a good understanding of the world around them.  By being able to capture their subjects using a basic understanding of the rule of thirds, the students can create stronger, more dynamic photos.

Goals for Understanding

Students will be able to:

· Understand the concept of rule of thirds

· Students will practice applying the rule of thirds to professional photographs

· Students will get the opportunity to apply the rule of thirds to their own photographs

Essential Questions

· What messages do your photographs give?

· How do you get photographers to take effective photos that tell a story?

· How does a photograph serve as a piece of journalism

Critical Engagement Questions

· How can changes to a photograph by an editor create a whole different message?

· How can photographers skew their subjects to tell a story?

Overview and Timeline

Activity One – Understanding the Rule of Thirds (55 minute class)

· Have students place a video camera on a tripod and film a stand up introduction (who they are, why they are in the class).  Do not give them any instruction on how to film, then when finished, take what they filmed and show it on the television.

· Use blue painter’s tape or masking tape and make a three-by-three grid on the television to signify each of the quadrants of the rule of thirds and then student by student, show the video, stopping with each and seeing where they are placed on the screen.  

· Explain how the screen is divided into three equal parts (a upper, middle and lower, or left, center and right), how centering a subject is not as important as balancing out what they see (placing subjects on the points of connection, and how their subject’s eyes need to be close to the upper third line.

· Hand out copies of magazines (I prefer Sports Illustrated, ESPN The Magazine, National Geographic, Life or any other strong photographic magazine) and black sharpie markers, and rulers

· Have each student scour the magazines to find their favorite two photos, and tell them to draw the lines of third on their photo, using the markers and rulers.  Once they have done this, they should take out a piece of paper and describe everything they see, from the rule of thirds to where subjects are parallel, where their subject’s eyes (if they have eyes) lie, and is the photo balanced?  

· Once finished, they need to choose a partner and share with one another what they found.  Give the groups 2-3 minutes each.  When they are finished, have the groups pair up with another group.  Each person has to describe their partner’s photo and what their partner found. (Again 2-3 minutes) Then as an entire group they need to share what they have found, liked and disliked.

· As a class, discuss where the photographer put his/her emphasis and why, how placement affects the theme of the photo and if placement changed, how it would affect the photo.

· For homework, have them find a photo and an ad (both need to be a ¼ page or larger) and draw the lines and write a half page on the placement, theme and rules of the photo.  If they have a camera at home, have them bring it the next day

Activity Two – Putting it into action

· Have students share what they found from your local papers at home.  Discuss the good/bad/likes and dislikes. 

· Students need to pair up and go out and look for a story as a pair.  Student A will be the photographer for the first story, while Student B is the reporter.  Each student is responsible for a story and 3-5 photos. They have 25 minutes.

· Once they return, they need to share with the class what their photo and story were.  They need to explain how their photo compliments the story and how it would tell the story as a separate entity.

Assessment

* Students will complete a rubric for the story and photo each one did.
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	Attribute
	Emerging (0-4 pts)
	Competent (5-7 pts)
	Exemplary (8-10 pts)

	Rule of Thirds


	Students do not use the rule of thirds in their photograph
	Students attempt to use the rule of thirds, but does not succeed
	Rule of thirds is clearly understood and shown

	Photo Content/Creativity
	Photograph is not appropriate nor creative, subject does not follow assignment
	Subject is creative but not original and of the assigned topic
	Subject is very creative and original and appropriate for the assigned topic

	Story Idea
	No story or little creativity
	Story is incomplete or not original
	Story is original and complete

	Effort/Perserverence
	Students did not finish their work
	Student finished the project, but could have been improved with more effort
	Student completed project and gave an effort beyond the required assignment

	Skill/Craftsmanship
	Student showed a lack of understanding or care for assignment
	Student work was adequate and a little careless
	Student showed patience and consistency.  Photo was a wonderful example

	Partner Cooperation
	Students did not work together and did most work separately
	Students worked somewhat together, usually when asked repeatedly
	Students worked together effortlessly and created a piece of journalism together


